
Join Us Online
We keep the online community 
updated with news about the Baths 
and our events, not to mention 
posting some incredible images 
taken at weddings, events and 
filming here. We absolutely love it 
when people spread the word by 
sharing their passion for Victoria 
Baths with their own followers.  
Get involved here:     

Swim for Restoration 
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Swim for 
Restoration  
A restoration fundraiser in the  
Gala Pool – read more inside.

Meet our  
New Patron
We have a new Patron 
 – turn to page 4 to find out how  
he became involved.  

Twitter 
@victoriabaths

Facebook 
VictoriaBaths

Issue 5

Newsletter

Instagram 
@Victoriabaths



Fred Lucas Memorial Window  
The second of the large gable-
end windows in the Gala Pool 
was removed and fully restored 
in 2016, with a very generous 
gift from Andrew, John and Mark 
Lucas, in memory of their father 
Fred Lucas 1923-2015. The work 
was commissioned from Design 
Lights, a specialist stained glass 

firm. John and Mark were able to 
visit during the installation to see 
the window up close from internal 
scaffolding, as the Design Lights 
team went about the intricate 
business of installing the window. 
Sincere thanks to the Lucas family 
for this in memoriam gift. 

Open Day Highlights
We had a chugging new start to our 
2017 Open Day season with a display 
of Steam Traction Engines, vintage 
buses from Greater Manchester’s 
Museum of Transport and stalls from 
heritage and history groups for our 
visitors to browse.

2017 Events
Sunday 11 June  
Artisan Summer Fair 
A selection of talented makers and 
craftspeople from across the North West 
sell their wares.
Sunday 9 July 
VB Foodie and Vintage Tea  
Featuring a selection of Manchester’s 
finest street food vendors – it’s definitely 
worth coming along hungry! Advance 
booking via Eventbrite for the Vintage 
Afternoon Tea.
Saturday 9 & Sunday 10 September 
Heritage Open Days 
Including special guided tours and a 
photography exhibition.
Sunday 8 October 
VB Foodie and Restaurant Pop-up 
Another chance to sample the best of 
Manchester’s food vendors plus a pop-
up sit down meal which will be bookable 
in advance.
Sunday 12 November 
Festive Winter Fair  
The perfect opportunity for some  
pre-Christmas shopping.
www.victoriabaths.org.uk/visit

Victoria Baths – Newsletter  Page 2

Photo: Peter J Hatcher

John and Mark Lucas

Photos: Ian Whitfield



 Swim for
Restoration 
We didn’t quite realise what a stir we’d 
cause, by filling the pool for a day’s 
public swimming in May for the first 
time in over 24 years, to raise funds 
for restoration. In the event, we sold 
the tickets for swimming in under 20 
minutes (“quicker than Glastonbury” 
as The Guardian reported!) and a 
ticket for a private swim for two sold 
for over £250 in an online auction.
The media’s interest in the event 
was massive: BBC Breakfast 
broadcast LIVE from Victoria Baths 
on the Friday morning before the 
swim, in a whole feature about the 
resurgence of heritage swimming 
pools. Getty Images and other press 
photographers were at the ready and 
Sky TV, BBC and Granada Reports 
filmed as the first swimmers entered 
the pool on the whistle at 11am. 
This resulted in a whole range of 
press coverage including a very 
striking centre page spread in the 
Guardian. Social media went a bit 
mad and it was absolutely wonderful 
to see the enthusiasm for swimming 
in Victoria Baths as people splashed 
and watched, tweeted and shared 
their memories. Raising money for 
the restoration of the Turkish Baths 
was the original purpose but the 
event was most remarkable for giving 
our profile another great boost.

Spring has sprung: volunteers step up
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Sir Howard Bernstein 
In 2016 we welcomed Sir Howard 
Bernstein, then Chief Executive 
of Manchester City Council, to the 
building. He very kindly offered to 
help Victoria Baths Trust to build 
links with Manchester’s business 
community, by hosting a corporate 
reception at Manchester Town 
Hall. A team of staff and Trustees 
from Victoria Baths attended the 
reception to meet Sir Howard’s 
guests and invite them to visit the 
Baths, to see for themselves what 
a gem of a building it is and how 
their support could really make  
a difference. 
Sir Howard introduced Victoria 
Baths Trust as “… an outstanding 
example of how much can be 
achieved when a community 
gets behind a project and won’t 
give up. They have raised £5m 
to date and ensured the building 
is preserved.The next step 
will be even more beneficial:                

the re-opening of the Turkish 
Baths will provide a unique offer 
to Manchester residents and 
visitors and will contribute to the 
city’s reputation as a world class 
destination. I fully support the 
Trust in their plans for Restoration 
Phase 2.” 
Councillor Bernard Priest added 
his support to this wonderful 
accolade. Since the reception 
we’ve welcomed several of the 
guests for building tours and held 
follow-up meetings with others, 
resulting in a new Trustee and a 
new Patron for the Baths.
If you’re a business interested in 
supporting Victoria Baths in any  
way, please get in touch via  
gwyneth@victoriabaths.org.uk  
– we have a good understanding 
of the needs of businesses in 
corporate-charity partnerships. 

Left to Right: Sir Howard Bernstein, Jill Earnshaw (Chair of Trustees, Victoria Baths Trust) 
and Councillor Bernard Priest at Manchester Town Hall
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Several calls for volunteers were 
issued before we opened our 
doors in 2017, to get some help 
in giving the building a spruce 
up – and our wonderful crew 
responded as always, donning 
their rubber gloves to scrub, 
sweep, mop and polish. They 
spent a whole day cleaning up 
the Tea Room and another day 
paying attention to the rest of 
the building. Thank you to our 
tireless volunteers, their work 
here is rarely glamorous but it’s 

so vital. We always have a variety 
of volunteer roles available; email 
sophia@victoriabaths.org.uk  
if you’re interested in joining in.



Co-op Community Fund  
We’re delighted to have been chosen 
as a Co-op Community Fund Good 
Cause in 2017. If you’re a Co-op 
member living within 15 miles of 
Victoria Baths you can support us by 
selecting our cause. Just log in to your 
membership page at membership.
coop.co.uk and choose Victoria 
Baths Trust (look for the Community 
Development good causes). Your 
spending on Co-op brand goods and 
services will then start raising money 
for our restoration with 1p in every 
£1 you spend on Co-op brand goods 
being donated to Victoria Baths.         

If you are not a Co-op member you 
can easily join online for just £1, 
select us as your good cause and get 
spending! Thank you Co-op.

Meet our New Patron: John Henshaw

Tell us about yourself. What is 
your background and how did  
you get into acting?
I was born in Ancoats and I’m very 
proud of that. My dad worked on 
the market and I was one of twelve 
children. My first job was as a motor 
mechanic; I’ve also been a milkman, 
a roofer and a tyre verifier, amongst 
other things. I began to get involved 
with acting through extra work with 
TV series, fringe theatre work and a 
college course, but the turning point 
for me was getting a part on the TV 
show “The Cops”. I have been really 
lucky in life but I’ve worked hard too. 
I’ve also got a lot to thank my wife 
Margaret for - she’s always been 
supportive of my acting work, never 
telling me to stop messing around 
and get a proper job. 

How and why did you become 
involved with VB?
My actor mate Joan Kempson 
asked me whether I’d be interested 

Contact us
Telephone 0161 224 2020
Email info@victoriabaths.org.uk
Twitter @victoriabaths
Facebook VictoriaBaths 
Instagram @victoriabaths
www.victoriabaths.org.uk
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We are delighted 
to welcome actor 
John Henshaw, 
star of Early Doors 
and Looking for 
Eric as a patron  
of Victoria Baths.

in getting involved with Victoria 
Baths and I said yes immediately. 
I’d seen the Baths on the television 
and think it’s fantastic. The Baths 
and laundry where we lived were 
such a big part of my childhood – 
kids got a free pass for swimming 
and my mam would go and do the 
washing, then we’d meet up and 
help her push the trolley up the hill 
and get a piece of toast at the Black 
Cat Cafe. It reminds me of those 
days coming here. It’s a wonderful 
building and it’s brilliant what you’re 
doing. The Open Day in April was 
so vibrant, the place was jammed, 
which is great to see. I’m really 
proud to be a Patron.

Do you have a favourite part  
of the building? 
I always like going up on the 
balcony and looking down at the 
Baths. It’s a work of art, a painting 
in itself, such fantastic workmanship 
and architecture. 

What changes are you hoping to 
see at VB in 5 years’ time?
I want our kids to be able to see and 
use this building and learn about 
how we used to live and about the 
city they come from. Too many of 
Manchester’s old industrial buildings 
are being knocked down - we need 
to make sure that Victoria Baths 
carries on being used and restored 
for future generations.

East Lancashire 
Masonic Charity  
Thank you to the Grant Making 
Committee at East Lancashire 
Masonic Charity for their very 
generous donation of £3,000 to 
Victoria Baths Trust for the  
Restoration Phase 2 Fund. It’s  
so encouraging to know we have  
their support. 
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