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Peaky Blinders and Cold Feet
It’s not unusual to find a film or 
TV crew at Victoria Baths and 
hiring the building out for filming 
and photoshoots is a very good 
source of income. We’ve had 
all sorts going on this year - all 
of which have to be kept under 
wraps until the programmes are 
finally aired on TV. We were very 
pleased to host our third visit 
from Peaky Blinders (BBC2) cast 
and crew which includes Cillian 
Murphy, Helen McCrory and Tom 
Hardy. The crew kindly thanked 
our building and events staff for 

their help with a gift of a Peaky 
Blinders jacket each. 
Congratulations to Cillian Murphy 
for his GQ Actor of the Year 
award 2017; photographer John 
Balsom shot Cillian’s portrait at 
Victoria Baths for a special GQ 
magazine feature. 
We are very excited to let you 
know that we have been given 
permission to auction a print of 
this photograph to raise money 
for Restoration Phase 2. Look out 
for the auction on Ebay.

Music for Restoration
A musical debut by Manchester’s 
newest musical ensemble, the 
Victoria String Quartet, raised an 
incredible £1,900 for Restoration 
Phase 2. The Quartet are Benedict 
Holland, Catherine Yates, Susie 
Mészáros and Jennifer Langridge, 
and they all teach at the Royal 
Northern College of Music, as well as 
other teaching and performing roles. 
Guests enjoyed an evening of music 
by Hugo Wolf, Haydn and Elgar 
in the Gala Pool, with 50 visitors 
enjoying a free guided building tour 
beforehand.  
Do look out for future concerts by the 
Quartet, you can keep in touch with 
them on Facebook (VictoriaQuartet) 
and Twitter @Victoria4tet.

Heritage Open  
Days Weekend 
A record numbers of visitors came 
through Victoria Baths’ doors this 
September for two Heritage Open 
Days. These are an opportunity for 
people to enjoy free entry to heritage 
buildings and it’s always a busy 
weekend for the Baths. We were joined 
by the Ordsall Acapella Singers, one 
of our regular Open Day choirs. Their 
marvellous singing echoed around 
the pool and hallways as visitors 
explored the building, enjoyed art and 
photography exhibitions, viewed the 
History Group’s displays and sampled 
the delights of our Tea Room. Thank 
you to all our choirs, you really add to 
the atmosphere of our Open Days and 
visitors often say how much they enjoy 
your singing. 
We’re busy planning Open Days and 
events for 2018, so watch this space. 
You’ll find full details on our website, 
with a new events leaflet sent to all 
Friends in the spring. 
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Cillian Murphy, photo: John Balsom for GQ 

Cold Feet, photo: ITV 

For the first time ever we 
welcomed the cast and crew 
of Cold Feet (ITV), with Robert 
Bathurst, Leanne Best, James 
Nesbitt, Hermione Norris, John 
Thomson, Faye Ripley and 

Jacey Salles all filmed attending 
a swanky VIP book launch in 
Victoria Baths’ Gala Pool for  
the first episode of Series 7. 

Victoria String Quartet, photo: Georgina Child 



Archangel Appeal
Victoria Baths Trust re-submitted its 
application to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund (HLF) this summer for a £3.4m 
grant for the next phase of restoration 
- Restoration Phase 2 - which will 
include re-opening the Turkish Baths, 
with a brand new health suite, and 
transforming the Superintendent’s Flat 
into rental apartments. 
The Trust will need to raise some 
match funding if the HLF bid is 
successful, and we wanted to 
demonstrate that our fundraising 
plans really are achievable. With 
this in mind, we launched a new 
Archangel Appeal to Friends, 
Restoration Supporters and Patrons 
in May, asking for gifts or pledges 
towards Restoration Phase 2, the 
minimum donation being £5,000.
Eleven Archangels came forward in 
just four months, giving or pledging 
a total of £66,250 including Gift Aid, 
which has greatly strengthened our 
bid to the HLF. We would love to be 
able to take this fund total to £100,000 
so if you are interested in joining the 
Archangels please contact  
gwyneth@victoriabaths.org.uk  
All Archangels who wish to be named 
will be listed with grateful thanks in the 
restored Turkish Baths suite.
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Tour Guide Heroes 
The Victoria Baths volunteer 
heroes of 2017 are our Tour 
Guides. Taking up to 25 visitors 
at a time around the building, 
sharing insights into the history 
of the Baths, explaining how the 
building would have been used 
over the years and detailing 
what has happened since its 
closure and the plans for future 
restoration, our Tour Guides 
regularly give their time to bring 
the building to life for visitors. 
Every Wednesday afternoon at 
2pm from April to October the 
building opens for a tour for the 
general public. We also take 
bookings for all sorts of groups 

including wedding guests, social 
and educational groups who tour 
the building at other times of the 
week and we offer up to four tours 
on Sunday Open Days.Everything 
is managed and training is 
provided by our tour co-ordinator, 
volunteer Lesley Carr. If you’re 
interested in the history of the 
Baths and its architecture, the 
people who swam here and lived 
here, and would like to know more 
about becoming a tour guide and 
the training we offer – or would 
like to enquire about booking a 
tour for a group in 2018 – email 
enquiries@victoriabaths.org.uk 

Tour Guide Cath Brownhill, photo: Cassandra Lane Photography 

Tour Guide Richard ClarkAngel of Purity window



Why do YOU support Victoria Baths? 
Restoration Supporter Mary 
Eastwood has a unique reason for 
becoming involved with Victoria 
Baths: her father Richard (Dick) 
Morris, born in 1894, swam for 
many years at the Baths and went 
on to save a life (and his own) with 
his swimming skills. Dick signed 
up to serve in World War I with the 
Manchester Pals. He joined the Royal 
Army Medical Corps as a stretcher 
bearer and on 13 August 1915 when 
his ship HMT Royal Edward was 
torpedoed by a German submarine 
en-route to Gallipoli, Dick was able to 
dive from the top deck and swim away 
from the sinking ship, saving both 
himself and another “Pal”. 864 men 
lost their lives that day. Mary and her 
husband David are both Restoration 
Supporters, which involves setting 
up a standing order payment to the 
Baths for a minimum of £5/month, all 
of which goes towards restoration of 
the building. Everyone has a different 

reason for becoming a Restoration 
Supporter, you might just like our tiles! 
To find out more email 
gwyneth@victoriabaths.org.uk 

Meet our New Patron: Maurice Watkins CBE

Contact us
Telephone 0161 224 2020
Email enquiries@victoriabaths.org.uk
Instagram Victoria Baths
Twitter @victoriabaths
Facebook VictoriaBaths 
www.victoriabaths.org.uk
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We’d like to offer a warm Victoria 
Baths welcome to our new 
Patron, Maurice Watkins CBE. 
Maurice, can you tell us about 
yourself and your involvement in 
sport/swimming?
I’m currently Chairman of British 
Swimming, having joined in 2013. 
It’s a very interesting role, being 
involved with an Olympic and 
Paralympic Sport and some very 
talented swimmers and divers. 
I’ve been a lawyer for a long time 
and I lead the Sports Law team 
at Brabners LLP. I was a member 
of the Board and legal advisor to 
Manchester United for many years. 

What are your memories of 
swimming at Victoria Baths?
I went to Manchester Grammar 
School which has its own pool, 
but we also held swimming galas 
at Victoria Baths where there’s a 
viewing gallery in the Males 1st 
Class/Gala Pool so I have visited 
Victoria Baths a good number 
of times. I still swim reasonably 
regularly, although cricket and 
football were always my main sports.
We hope one day to re-open a 
pool at Victoria Baths. In the 
meantime, what do you think of 
our next phase of restoration – to 
reopen the Turkish Baths suite?

Maurice Watkins, photo: Georgina Child

David and Mary Eastwood at Victoria Baths, 
2016 

Dick Morris (right) and Conway Morris his 
brother (left) c 1915  

Manchester Grammar School Gala at Victoria Baths, 1932, photo: MGS Archive 

I was re-introduced to Victoria 
Baths by Sir Howard Bernstein, who 
showcased the work of the Trust to 
business leaders at a reception at 
Manchester Town Hall earlier this 
year. I’m delighted to step forward 
to help as Patron at such an 
exciting time for its restoration, let’s 
hope progress continues apace. 
The Baths are also a great venue 
for events and as Chair of Royal 
Manchester Children’s Hospital 
Fundraising Board I have enjoyed 
attending our volunteer awards at 
the Baths.


