
Join Us Online
Keeping Friends and the wider 
community up-to-date with all the 
latest Victoria Baths information is 
very important to us.
We regularly use social media 
to communicate news and event 
updates, plus we post and share 
many fantastic event, filming and 
wedding images.
Follow us on Twitter or like us  
on Facebook:

Victoria Baths 
Turkish Rest Room

Fundraising News
Find out about our fundraising for 
the next major phase of restoration 
on pages 2 and 3.

Turkish Baths
We have now appointed an 
Operating and Development 
Partner for the Turkish Baths and 
Health Suite. 
Turn to page 3 for more details.

Twitter 
@victoriabaths

Facebook 
VictoriaBaths

Issue 4
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Fundraising news  
We’re asking our visitors this 
year to “Be an Angel” and 
support restoration fundraising, 
with all gifts going towards our 
Restoration Phase 2 Start-up 
Fund. If you’ve visited any of our 
Open Days this year you might 
have noticed the new appeal 
and donation boxes. This brand 
new floor-standing donation box 
was purchase with a generous 
donation from Jill Earnshaw, 
Chair of Trustees at Victoria Baths 
Trust. Thank you Jill! The number 
of Angels is steadily rising. So 
far nearly 230 people have 
contributed to the Start-up Fund. 
Are you an Angel? All amounts, 
great and small, will help us to 
achieve Restoration Phase 2.
Visitors to Victoria Baths are 
always amazed by the beauty of 
the Turkish Baths and, with the 
generous help of the John Lewis 
Partnership at the Trafford Centre, 
who loaned us a beautiful chair 
and some luxurious towels for 
the weekend, we were able to 
partly recreate the Rest Room for 
visitors at our first open day of 
2016 in April. 

“What a fabulous surprise to come 
across the Turkish Baths. So 
wonderful to find it’s going to be 
restored! Beautiful”, was just one 
of the enthusiastic comments on 
the day. 
In January 2016 we were delighted 
to be awarded two £1000 grants 
towards Restoration Phase 2 from 
local charitable trusts: these are 
the Duchy of Lancaster Benevolent 
Fund and the Manchester 
Guardian Society Charitable Trust.

We’ve set up our first ever TextGiving appeal. It’s simple and quick for mobile phone users to donate, just text the 
message VICB10 £10 to 70070 to give £10 to our Restoration Phase 2 Start-up Fund. Victoria Baths Trust receives 
the full £10 (plus Gift Aid if it applies) and the phone user is charged at their normal text message rate.

New Look Tea Room
The Victoria Baths Tea Room has 
undergone a full revamp for the 2016 
season. It now has a vintage-inspired 
look, featuring polka dot tablecloths, 
bunting and cakes displayed under 
glass cake domes. The new look 
is proving popular with visitors and 
volunteers alike. 
We are always looking for new 
volunteers to help out in our Tea 
Room on our Sunday Open Days. 
So if you are interested, please do 
get in touch with Sophia, our Friends 
and Volunteers Coordinator:   
Email sophia@victoriabaths.org.uk   
Tel 0161 224 2020
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Jill Earnshaw, Chair of Trustees, receiving cheque from Paul Griffiths, Deputy Lieutenant  
on behalf of the Duchy of Lancaster Benevolent Fund, January 2016

Right: Fundraising Coordinator Gwyneth 
with the new VB donations box



The late Miss Jean 
Sutherland Singer
Victoria Baths Trust has recently 
benefitted from its largest ever legacy, 
bequeathed by a former Friend of the 
Baths, Miss Jean Singer, who died 
on 1 February 2014. Miss Singer 
had no family and left almost half her 
estate to Victoria Baths. Gill Wright, 
Development Manager at Victoria 
Baths remembers Jean well: “She 
was particularly interested in the 
engineering history of the Baths and 
visited several times, despite being 
wheelchair-bound and not living 
close by.”
VB Trustee Barry Johnson and 
Finance Officer Steve Helme 
both had contact with Jean, who, 
having spent her working life in 
engineering, was a static steam 
enthusiast and was particularly 
interested in pumps, compressors 
and flywheels. We are indebted 
to Miss Singer for her generous 
support for our restoration work. 
We have an information sheet 
advising on how to leave a gift in 
your will to Victoria Baths Trust. If 
you would like a copy, or any other 
information about how to make a 
gift to the Baths, please contact our 
Fundraising Coordinator, Gwyneth: 
Email gwyneth@victoriabaths.org.uk 
Tel 0161 224 2020

Before making a legacy gift 
we recommend that you seek 
professional legal advice.
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Trust teams up with Fusion Lifestyle  

The Trust’s plans for Restoration 
Phase 2 have taken a big step 
forward with the appointment of 
Fusion Lifestyle as the Operating 
and Development Partner for the 
Turkish Baths and Health Suite. 
The re-opening of the Turkish 
Baths is a central feature of the 
£3.5m Restoration Phase 2 project 
and the Trust took the strategic 
decision to appoint an established 
leisure operator to run this part of 
the building once it is restored.
A detailed selection procedure has 
taken place to find a company that 
meets the Trust’s criteria, which 
include understanding of historic 
buildings as well as a solid track 
record of running public leisure 
facilities. Fusion match the criteria 
extremely well; they are a very 
successful leisure trust and have 
been involved in pool restoration 
projects such as Brockwell Lido 
in London and Broomhill Pool in 
Ipswich. Fusion have recently 
been chosen to renovate and re-
open Newcastle’s City Pool and 
Turkish Baths.
The appointment at Victoria Baths 
means that Fusion will join the 
Trust in progressing the plans for 
Phase 2 over the next few years, 
assisting with fundraising and 
overseeing architectural and then 
construction work.
Gill Wright, the Trust’s Project 
Development Manager, said: 
“This is a critical milestone for 
Victoria Baths. We have been 
putting forward the case for years 
that our Turkish Baths will be a 

popular facility for Manchester, and 
that it will operate successfully from 
a financial point of view. Fusion are 
here to show us exactly how this 
can be achieved. We are delighted 
to be working with another social 
enterprise which shares our vision 
for providing top quality accessible 
public services in historic buildings.” 
The Chief Executive of Fusion 
Lifestyle, Peter Kay, commented 
that Fusion were ‘absolutely 
delighted’  to have been appointed 
as the Trust’s partner in the 
delivery and future operation of 
the restored Baths. He said: ‘The 
Victoria Baths building is iconic 
and the restoration project holds 
an important place in the hearts 
of the local community and many 
wider stakeholders. We are very 
aware of the hard work that has 
already delivered great results at 
the Baths and we are committed to 
working with the Trust to build on 
this success going forward.”
Jill Earnshaw chair of Victoria 
Baths Trust, is very pleased with 
the appointment. She said: “Fusion 
is exceedingly well placed to help 
us reach our goal; the team clearly 
understands what we want and 
what we are trying to achieve and I 
believe we’ll be able to work really 
well in partnership with them.  The 
appointment marks a crucial step 
forward for the Trust, and will give 
others confidence in the project as 
it moves forwards.”

Turkish Restroom, accessorised with help 
from the John Lewis Partnership.   
© Craig Robertson Photography 

Tim Mills, Business Development Director of Fusion Lifestyle with Gill Wright, Victoria 
Baths Project Development Manager and Jill Earnshaw, Chair of Victoria Baths Trust.



we have attendees from all walks 
of life and all ages! I enjoy meeting 
friends for afternoon tea and a chat.

In 2015, you held your Birthday 
party at VB. Why did you decide 
to have it here, and what did your 
guests think of the building?

I held my 60th birthday party at the 
Baths, because I wanted to share 
my VB experience with my family 
and friends. Everybody loved the 
building and the tours, and VB’s staff 
and volunteers helped to make it a 
great event. We raised £1300 which 
was split between Victoria Baths 
and the British Heart Foundation. 
I’m considering having a retirement 
Afternoon Tea at VB so that my NHS 
colleagues can officially hand me 
over – watch this space!

Meet our volunteer: Cath Brownhill

How did you get involved with VB? 

I have been volunteering at VB 
since 2010; after attending an Open 
Day and taking a tour I signed 
up as a Friend and expressed an 
interest in volunteering. I didn’t have 
a personal history of swimming at 
VB. I had school swimming lessons 
for a short time in the 60’s and all 
I remember is that the water felt 
cold and I couldn’t wait to get back 
to school. How different to how I 
feel now! I would most definitely 
recommend volunteering at the 
Baths. Once I am inside the building 
I start to enjoy myself, it’s like 
leaving all your other cares and 
worries outside.

Tell us a bit more about yourself 
and your background.

I have worked for the NHS for over 
40 years – I started out as a cardio-
respiratory physiologist, finishing as 
Resuscitation Service Practitioner 
Lead. I spent 25 years in the 
Territorial Army, achieving the rank 
of captain in the RAMC, 207 M/C 
Field Hospital. My finest sporting 
moments include completing 
the New York marathon and two 
Manchester marathons, and coming 
2nd in the RAMC Vet’s (over 35’s) 
skiing championships in Canada.

What different things have you got 
involved in as a VB volunteer, and 
what have the highlights been?

My main activities are tour guiding 
and supervising in the Tea room. I 
also enjoy being involved in other 
events held at the Baths, particularly 
drama performances e.g. children’s 
school productions and Romeo and 
Juliet. It was great attending the 
2013 10 years anniversary of the 
Restoration win, and being part of 
the team that organised the early Art 
and Craft fairs. 

Contact us
Telephone 0161 224 2020
Email info@victoriabaths.org.uk
Twitter @victoriabaths
Facebook VictoriaBaths 
www.victoriabaths.org.uk
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Cath Brownhill 
has been a VB 
volunteer for six 
years - find out 
more about   
her below.

You are a tour guide here at VB - 
what interested you in this role?

When asked if I had a preference 
for what I would like to do as a 
volunteer, I chose tour guiding and 
the Tea Room. I’m glad I was given 
the opportunity to tour guide. I am 
so interested in the building, and 
tour guiding allows me to pass on 
my enthusiasm and information 
on its history and future plans. I 
really enjoy wedding tours, seeing 
the building dressed up, guests 
enjoying themselves, it’s delightful.

What is it you enjoy most about 
volunteering in the Tea Room?

I love the new look Tea Room 
with its slightly vintage feel, and 
it’s a pleasure being in there 
with other volunteers serving up 
delicious cakes, scones, biscuits 
and savouries - what is there not 
to like? It’s very busy at times and 
I like that challenge. Most of all I 
like the chance conversations with 
customers, you can find out such 
interesting things about why they 
have visited the Baths and they are 
often interested in what we do too!

As a tour guide, you know lots 
about the history of the Baths. 
Do you have a favourite part of 
the building, or any favourite 
anecdotes about VB?

I have many favourite parts of the 
Baths, but I do always pause for a 
moment on the landing of the Males 
1st Class entrance when conducting 
a tour. It gives a moment to look 
down on the mosaic floor, to take in 
the floor-to-ceiling Pilkington tiles and 
the beautiful balustrade. I love it. I 
reflect on it and mention to any ladies 
on the tour that we would not have 
had the opportunity to see this in the 
early days, so let’s enjoy it now.

When you’re not at VB, how do 
you spend your time?

I enjoy swimming, Pilates and 
walking. A friend and I run Chorlton 
Lifesavers. We teach CPR to 
anybody who requests it in the local 
community. We have focussed 
on shopkeepers as we have put 
defibrillators into local shops, but 

Cath Brownhill


