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Victoria Baths and was passionate 
about the building’s importance and 
the sense of community between 
volunteers and the wider public. 
Although I never visited the Baths 
while she was alive, I had the 
pleasure of being shown around in 
2019. I was struck by the beauty of 
the building and I felt a connection 
with my late mother. I admire the 
work that the Victoria Baths Trust 
does in conserving this building 
for future generations and utilising 
it to support and enrich the local 
community.”
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A Lasting Legacy 

Award Winners Amazing Glazing - and Fabulous Funders

March 2020 saw the installation 
of two fully restored windows at 
the South and North ends of the 
Females Pool. This is the final 
pair of gable-end windows to be 
restored in all three pool halls 
and it’s already making a major 
difference in terms of keeping out 
wind and rain. Plus they look SO 
much better! 

Thanks go to all our 2019 Amazing 
Glazing crowdfunder donors: we 
overshot our target for the Sports 
Hall windows, meaning we could 
move on to the Females Pool. 

Special mention goes to long-
standing Friend and generous 
supporter of the Baths Mark 
Watson, who came forward to 
fund the complete restoration of 
the South window. Thank you also 
to John Lucas for his generous 
donation, and to Jill Earnshaw for 
supporting additional scaffolding 
costs. We are immensely grateful 
to Mark, John, Jill and all our 
crowdfunder supporters. 
 
You’ll be able to come and admire 
the new windows as soon as we’re 
able to reopen - watch this space.

We’re always incredibly grateful 
for kind donations that are left in 
supporter’s wills or made in memory 
of family members who loved 
Victoria Baths. Not just for the much 
needed financial support that helps 
us preserve the building for future 
generations, but also because of the 
beautiful stories and memories that 
are so often shared.

We were thrilled to be awarded the 
title of ‘Best Wedding Venue’ at the 
2020 UK Heritage Awards. 

As the first joint winners in the 
history of the awards, we were 
incredibly proud to have won 
alongside Goodwood Estate.

Kat Mulhall, Events Manager, said, 
“To be put on the same level as 
Goodwood is absolutely amazing!.”

If you’ve been on one of our building 
tours you may have visited the 
Superintendent’s flat, where Barbara 
Bryant (nee Botham) lived with her 
family during the time her father, 
Frank Botham, was Superintendent. 
Barbara sadly passed away at the 
age of 93 last year and her daughter 
Sarah kindly arranged for funeral 
donations to be collected for the 
Baths and also made a generous gift 
in Barbara’s memory. 

Sarah recalls their visit to the Baths 
back in 2005: “Mum thoroughly 
enjoyed her day when Gill Wright 
gave her the VIP treatment and 
allowed us to look everywhere - 
including the Superintendent’s Flat.  
It meant a lot to mum and I’m 
grateful still to everyone for their 
kindness to her on the day.” 

We’d also like to share some 
lovely memories of one of our late 
volunteers, Maxine Dare, and thank 
her son Ben for his kind donation 
in her memory. Ben explains: “My 
mother Maxine volunteered at 

Barbara Bryant, pictured revisiting the 
Superintendent’s Flat where she lived 
with her family as a child

Below: Maxine Dare, volunteer 

Mark Watson, stained 
glass donor (L) with 
Dennis Eckersley of 
Design Lights (Stained 
Glass) Ltd.



Ariane Dean (L) and Becca Vafeas (R) 
on Volunteer Duty at their local Covid-19 
Vaccination Centre

Simon, Clare and Woody - Photo by About 
Today Photography @abouttodayphoto
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2020 - A Year Like No Other

How You Can Help

So much loss, suffering - and 
staying at home... and for us, like 
many other heritage buildings and 
event spaces, the picture was one 
of closure for most of the year and 
a dramatic drop in income.  With 
careful crisis management and 
thanks to government funding, 
grants and donations from our 
steadfast supporters, Victoria Baths 
has emerged into 2021 a little 
bruised, but stronger as a team and 
an organisation. 

The building did open for some TV 
filming and photoshoots and we 
hosted virtual events including a 
history trail for the Heritage Open 
Days weekend in September. 

Sadly for all involved, most 
weddings planned for last 
year weren’t able to go ahead. 
Thankfully, we’ve managed to 
reschedule many for 2021/2 and 
we’re really hopeful they’ll happen. 

The two 2020 between-lockdown 
small weddings brought some much 
needed joy back into the building. 

Thank you to our cover stars Clare, 
Simon and their dog Woody (plus 
their photographers who acted as 
witnesses for their marriage in lieu 
of guests).

Meanwhile, while they were on 
furlough or in their own time, our 
staff have been doing an amazing 
job helping with the Covid effort in 
their local communities.

Our Office Coordinator, Ariane Dean 
and Events Coordinator, Becca 
Vafeas, have donned masks and 
hi-viz to volunteer at vaccination 
centres. Becca said: “Volunteering 
at the vaccine centres has been so 
positive. It feels like there’s a light 
at the end of the tunnel. It’s great to 
offer my time and do my bit. It’s so 
lovely to be able to chat to people 
and see the relief when they’ve had 
their vaccine.”

Roxy Stafford, Operations 
Coordinator has completed training 
to become a vaccinator and our 
Fundraising and Marketing Officer, 
Gwyneth Brock has been helping 
with Lateral Flow Tests at her son’s 
school. Our Events Coordinator, 
Chris Lee volunteered with the 
Stretford Community Response 
Hub, delivering prescriptions to 
vulnerable and elderly local people.

At long last, it looks like lockdown 
restrictions will slowly be eased 
in the coming months, and we’re 
desperate to re-open and fill the 
building with people as soon as it’s 
safe to do so. We’re busy getting 
ready as this newsletter goes to 
print. It will also be wonderful to see 
our volunteers back. 

We would like to thank the following funders and everyone who made a donation to our Back the Baths 
Crowdfunder. This support has helped us to cover staff salaries, overheads, digital improvements, Covid safety 
measures and much more during 2020:

If you’d like to support Victoria 
Baths as we recover from the shock 
to our finances, you can make a 
donation via our website or by SMS:  
 
Text OURBATHS to 70085 to 
donate £5. Texts cost £5 plus one 
standard rate message.

Or, if you’re not already a member, 
you can join our regular giving 
scheme the Friends of Victoria 
Baths. It’s £20 a year (£30 for Joint 
Friends) and a great way to show 
your support and keep in touch with 
restoration, events and occasional 
offers. See our website for details.

Be sure to keep an eye on our 
website and social media, where 
we’ll announce events as soon as 
we can.



Contact Us
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We are desperately sad to 
announce the death of our 
friend and former colleague,  
Gill Wright. 

Gill Wright 1959 - 2021

Telephone  0161 224 2020
Email enquiries@victoriabaths.org.uk
www.victoriabaths.org.uk

Gill Wright

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Photos (L-R, top to bottom): Gill outside Victoria Baths, Gill with Neil Bonner, Gill at 
Govanhill Baths, Gill with Olympic Swimmer, Rebecca Adlington during filming for 
Celebrity Antiques Road Trip, Gill with Tim Mills and Jill Earnshaw


