Newsletter
Issue 8
Tiles for Restoration
Tile Giant launches a brand new
range of Victoria Baths-inspired
wall and floor tiles, that will help
to raise funds for restoration
– head to page 2 for the full story

A Living Legacy
Supporter John Lucas gives a
“Living Legacy” to Victoria Baths
for the restoration of a major
stained glass window
– read more on page 3

Craft Beer
Revolution
Independent Manchester Beer
Convention turns eight
years old in 2019
– see our back page interview with
Festival Manager Rivca Burns

Join Us Online
Instagram
Victoria Baths
Twitter
@victoriabaths
Facebook
VictoriaBaths

Peacock Wall Tiles
from Tile Giant
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Coming up in 2019

Tiles for Restoration

We’re changing the days we open
to the public in 2019, with more
details to be announced in the
New Year. In the meantime, here
are some dates for your diary:
Saturday 13th – Sunday 14th April
Expect the building to be bursting
with music, art and creative
experiences, not to mention good
food and good vibes.

Friday 7th – Sunday 9th June
Weekend of Words
From author talks to stories,
singing and spoken word, there’ll
be something for everyone to enjoy.
Saturday 14th –
Sunday 15th September
Swim for Restoration 2019 will
be part of the Heritage Open Days
UK-wide festival of arts and culture.
The third year in a row we’ve been
able to fill the Gala Pool for public
swimming. This raises funds for
restoration and swimming will
take place over two days, allowing
even more people to enjoy the
experience here.

Vintage Green Wall Tiles

Homes up and down the country
can now have historically
inspired interiors in the style of
Victoria Baths, whilst supporting
our restoration project. The
beautiful ceramic tiling, terrazzo
floors and other architectural
features within the Baths are the
inspiration behind a new range
of tiles produced by Tile Giant,
launched in November 2018.
This unique collection will include
50 new tiles in six different sizes
and styles, spanning seven
colour schemes including deep
green, rich terracotta and ochre.
A percentage from each pack of
tiles sold will be contributed to
Victoria Baths.
Tile Giant has worked in
partnership with Johnsons Tiles
to produce the range, which will
cost from £45 per m².

Photo: Mark Prime

Saturday 9th –
Sunday 10th November
Festive Winter Fair
This hugely popular event will now
run for two days. With 50 stalls
selling artworks, ceramics, food,
jewellery and other handcrafted
items, it’s perfect for gift-shopping,
cheered by festive singing, mulled
wine and mince pies.
Wednesday afternoon Guided
Tours will be a regular feature
again in 2019, starting in April and
run by our experienced volunteer
tour guides.

James Heese, managing
director of Tile Giant, said:
“Our designers spent time on site
at Victoria Baths to soak in the
very best in this classic British
design. When you walk through
the doors you are transported
to an era of elegance.”
“The Edwardian design and
architectural inspiration of
this new range will mean that
homeowners will feel a sense
of stepping into history, with
quality designs that translate
in to modern day living.”

“For every product sold we will
be guaranteeing a contribution
to Victoria Baths to keep the
doors of this stunning building
open to the public.”

Mustard Wall Tiles

Jill Earnshaw, Chair of Victoria
Baths Trust said: “Our vision is to
get Victoria Baths fully reopened
to the public, with a functioning
pool and Turkish Baths, just
as they were in their heyday.
Tile Giant’s support is greatly
appreciated.”
“The style and look of the Baths is
something that strikes everyone
who visits or who has seen the
building on TV and to have the
opportunity to recreate that style
in your own home is fantastic.”

Available instore
and online
December 2018
tilegiant.co.uk
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A Living Legacy
John Lucas went to school in
Burnage and was brought for
swimming lessons at Victoria Baths
in a double decker bus. He doesn’t
have terribly fond memories of the
building, remembering mainly how
chilly it was and how the reward for
swimming one length was a large
ladle of water over your head. John
went on to make a career in the
arts world, including positions in
Oxford and Brighton. Returning to
Manchester in the early noughties,
John became aware that Victoria
Baths had closed and was being
restored. He got in touch and has
now been an active member of the
Friends for many years.
John has two brothers, Mark and
Andrew and, when their father
Fred died in 2015 and they wanted
to make a gift to a charity in his
memory, John thought of Victoria
Baths Trust. As a result, their
generous memorial gift funded the
entire restoration of a large stained
glass window in the Gala Pool
(featured in Newsletter Issue 5).
John is now considering his own
“Living Legacy”, choosing to make
gifts to several charities in his own
lifetime, which means that he can
see and enjoy the impact of the gifts
for himself. On hearing that we were
planning to restore two more large
stained glass windows in the Sports
Hall – John responded immediately
with an offer to fund half of the
first window, matching gifts made
by Restoration Supporters during
2018. Work on this window will start
shortly and we will be crowdfunding
for the remaining funds needed to
complete the second window in
early 2019.
If you would like to make a gift to
this appeal, discuss your own Living
Legacy, or leave a gift to Victoria
Baths in your will*, please contact
our Fundraising Co-ordinator
Gwyneth.
gwyneth@victoriabaths.org.uk
*We recommend you take
professional advice when making
or changing your will.

John Lucas, photo: Ben Harrison Photography

Stained Glass
Raffle Winners
Congratulations to Andrew from
Denton, Karen from Didsbury
and Ceri from Stockport who
were all lucky winners of M&S
vouchers in raffles held at our
Autumn Open Days. And a big
thank you to everyone who
bought a ticket during their visit
to the building. Volunteer Oneta
Wilson raised a magnificent
total of £570 through raffles
for the 2018/19 Stained Glass
Appeal - to restore two major
windows in the Sports Hall.
Thank you Oneta.

History in Practice
Eloise Hadson, Archie KellyBush and Alice McNamara are
History students at Manchester
Metropolitan University. They
joined Victoria Baths as
volunteers in 2018 to help with
archiving documents, mainly
people’s memories of Victoria
Baths back in its heyday.
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Craft Beer Revolution
Independent Manchester Beer
Convention AKA Indy Man Beer
Con AKA IMBC has been running
since 2012 and has just held its 7th
event at Victoria Baths. It is run by
the team behind bars Common, Port
St Beer House, The Pilcrow and
The Beagle. In this interview with
Festival Manager/Director/Master of
Ceremonies Rivca Burns, we delve
deeper into the world of Craft Beer
and its incredible growth since Indy
Man first started.
How did Indy Man start?
IMBC came about through being
inspired by the UK’s craft beer
movement and frustration that
beer festivals in their current form
weren’t really representative of
this exciting and dynamic part of
the industry. We wanted to put on
an event that has amazing beer
(obviously) but was open-minded,
inclusive, modern and ultimately
for the consumer.
Has it grown much since then –
and what’s changed?
It has grown massively since then.
In 2012 we utilised the three pools
at Victoria Baths and ran for just
two days with an audience of about
1000 over each day. We now use
every inch of Victoria Baths (thank
you!) to show off the building and
provide as much world class,
independently brewed beer as
possible to an audience of well
over 8000.
Is it mostly Manchester folk who
attend or do people travel for the
Convention?
We have people who travel from
across the world for the event,
everywhere from Sweden to the
USA, plus a huge national following
and an even bigger North West
following. We are incredibly proud
of this but our roots are firmly in
Manchester and showcasing the
amazing breweries we have locally.
Craft Beer is everywhere these
days, where does Indy Man fit in?
IMBC is a highlight in the beer
calendar across the globe and
many people often cite it as the
best in the UK (in the face of

The Indy Man Team (Rivca is seated on the front row, third from R)

heavy competition), which is such
a huge honour and one that we
work really hard at maintaining
year on year. When we began
IMBC in 2012 there were only a
handful of festivals, there is now
a festival almost every weekend
so competition is fierce. We are
insanely proud of being one of
the only events that ensures that
breweries will be there pouring
their beers, making it a real
opportunity to break down the
boundaries between the producers
and consumers - so people can
learn about beer and experiment
with new styles and flavours
without fear.
Did you have a favourite beer
(this year)?
There are so many to choose
from and the team would all pick
something different as we all
have different tastes. My personal
favourite however was Orange
Velvet from Lervig.

Goodbye Martin
It is with great sadness that we
announce the sudden death, in
October, of our Events Manager,
Martin Connor. Martin joined the
team at Victoria Baths in 2011 and
was responsible for developing
and overseeing weddings here,
along with numerous other events,
as well as private hires, film and
TV shoots, running the bar and
looking after our IT systems and
computers.
All the staff, volunteers, customers
and suppliers who knew and
worked with Martin will remember
him as a gentle giant, who was
lovely to work with and really went
out of his way for others. He has
a very special place in our hearts.
Rest in Peace Martin.

When’s Indy Man happening next
year and what can we expect?
The dates are: Thursday 3rd
October to Sunday 6th October
2019. We have already begun
planning and can’t really give
any secrets away just yet, but
you can know it will be special.
It will be a celebration of the
best independent breweries from
across the world and it will be
a whole load of fun.
indymanbeercon.co.uk

Martin Connor

Contact us
Telephone 0161 224 2020

Email enquiries@victoriabaths.org.uk
www.victoriabaths.org.uk

